
The Cable Release 

January 2012 

Volume 59, No. 6 

A Publication of the New Jersey Federation of Camera Clubs  

 

Organized for the mutual 

advancement and enjoyment of 

photography . 

NJFCC HONORS COMMITTEE 

 
A long standing tradition with NJFCC is to honor persons who have contributed to the world of pho-

tography well beyond the usual club activities.  They are people who have extended themselves by 

organizing new clubs, judging competitions sponsored by other member clubs, have presented work-

shops, in an area of their expertise, have contributed to or held private exhibits to the public and 

otherwise given themselves beyond the call of duty to further the of photography. 

 

It is with these criteria the we need from you, candidates for the Honors Committee to view and se-

lect a person or persons worthy of this “Citation” and be honored at the next Photorrama on April 21, 

2012. 

 

Pleaspril e contact me at gemrichjr@aol.com for proposer and endorser applications. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Honors Committee  

 

Gordon Emrich NJFC   Brent Archibald   Nick Palimieri 

Chairman     Past President, Hub CC  Vice President, Cranford, Millburn CC  

Back issues of the  

Cable release 

Added to the web site 
 

Over the holidays, I was able to upload the 

available PDF files for issues of the Cable 

Release currently on my hard drive or on a CD 

provided by John Davidson.  These are from 

calendar years 1999 and 2003 thru 2008. 

 

Note, 1999 and 2003 are incomplete.  I have 

no files for 2000 thru 2002. 

 

If anyone has one or more of the missing is-

sues, please send them to me for uploading to 

the site.  Thanks. 

mailto:gemrichjr@aol.com
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Photorama 2012 
Ken Curtis 

 

hotorama 2012 on April 21, 2012 will featured speaker Jack Reznicki.  A number of vendors will have tables at the event to sell photography relat-

ed items.  Persons from NJFCC member and non-member clubs are invited. Attendance is limited to 200 persons, so it is best to sign up early. 

Attendees who choose to sign up early will receive a $10 admission discount.  Registration information, using PayPal, credit card a or physical let-

ter, is available under the Photorama tab on the NJFCC's website http://www.njfcc.org/ 

http://www.njfcc.org/
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Manfrotto 055XPROB Kit 

Jonathan Lawton 

Hunts Photo & Video 

 

If you ask a photographer what piece of equipment is most essential, you’re likely to hear a long list of 

favorite cameras or must have lenses.  It’s easy to get caught up in high-tech electronics when talking 

about photo gear, but sometimes the most useful piece of hardware can be a little more mundane.  A tri-

pod for example, might not be the most exciting piece of gear in your kit, but without one you are elimi-

nating many great photo opportunities. 

 

The Manfrotto 055XPROB kit is a tripod and head system aimed at photographers that need to support 

up to 8.8 lbs of camera gear.  Given that the average DSLR weighs in at less than 2 lbs, the 055XPROB 

kit gives you the option to hold even the heaviest camera/lens combination.  The tripod itself weighs in at 

5.3 lbs and is made of aluminum.  Each leg consists of three extending sections that feature quick-action 

locking levers that make it easy to set the tripod to the desired height. Another nice aspect of the 055X-

PROB is that when the legs and center column are fully extended, the tripod head rests at 5.8 ft from the 

ground.  This is a definite advantage for taller folks who will no longer have to hunch over to see through 

the viewfinder.  The 055XPROB also features a pivoting center column that can be locked in the horizon-

tal position, this, combined with spreading the legs to their widest setting, allows you to position the head 

a mere 10cm above the ground, making it great for ultra low-angle shooting. 

 

The Manfrotto 804RC2 head is fitted on the top of the tripod legs. This three-way pan/tilt 

head nicely compliments the 055XPROB.  The head can support equipment up to 8.8 lbs 

and has three independent locking handles for precise control over your cameras position.  

The head is made from a composite material that Manfrotto states is as strong as aluminum 

but roughly half the weight.  The top of 804RC2 also features a spirit level and a quick 

release plate system so you can easily mount or remove the camera from the head.   

 

The 055XPROB legs and 804RC2 head are a great combination. The large range of height 

adjustments paired with superior build quality make it an ideal kit for a photographer look-

ing for a rock solid support system that will last for many years of service.  This kit sells 

for $239 and also ships with the Manfrotto MBAG80, a zippered ballistic nylon carrying 

case with shoulder strap. 

 

Jon Lawton is a sales associate at Hunt's Photo and Video in Melrose, MA.  

If you have any questions on the Manfrotto 055XPROB Kit or any other photo related topic, feel free to contact him at jlaw-
ton@wbhunt.com or at the store at 1-800-221-1830 

mailto:jlawton@wbhunt.com
mailto:jlawton@wbhunt.com
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The Nikon d4 

 
TOKYO - Nikon Corporation is pleased to announce the release of the Nikon D4, a Nikon 

FX-format camera that serves as the new flagship model in Nikon's lineup of digital-SLR 

cameras. Nikon will be exhibiting the D4 at the 2012 International CES, to be held Tuesday, 
January 10 through Friday, January 13 in Las Vegas, Nevada. This electronics exhibition is 

open to the public.  
 

The D4 is equipped with a new Nikon FX-format CMOS image sensor (imaging size of 36.0 

x 23.9 mm) and EXPEED 3, the latest image-processing engine specifically optimized for 

digital-SLR cameras, making it the next-generation flagship Nikon digital-SLR camera with 

the ultimate in versatility and functionality that offers superior image quality rich in detail 

along with excellent high-speed performance. It has an effective pixel count of 16.2-million 

pixels, and offers superior image quality under a broad range of lighting conditions with its 

image sensor supporting an incredible range of sensitivities from ISO 50 to ISO 204800. 

 

The new 91K-pixel (approximately 91,000 pixels) RGB sensor supports the Advanced Sce-

ne Recognition System, which is able to recognize human faces even when images are 

framed using the optical viewfinder. In addition, the Advanced Scene Recognition System offers significant improvements in AF, AE, i-

TTL flash control, and auto white balance (AWB) control accuracy. The 51 focus point AF system has been improved with faster initia-

tion of autofocusing and the ability to detect and focus on subjects with less lighting. In addition, 11 focus points are fully functional 

when lenses with a maximum aperture of f/8 are used. All of this means more precise autofocusing when super-telephoto NIKKOR 

lenses are used with teleconverters (2.0x). The Multi-area Mode Full HD D-movie movie recording function is capable of recording full-

HD movies at 30 fps, and offers three movie recording formats for selection according to recording conditions or creative intent. 

 

What's more, the D4 records images to memory cards faster with built-in support for high-speed, UDMA 7-compatible CompactFlash 

memory cards and next-generation, high-speed XQD memory cards. In addition to built-in wired LAN features, the D4 also supports 

high-speed image transfer via wireless LAN when the new, compact, easy-to-use Wireless Transmitter WT-5 (available separately) is 

connected to the camera. The D4 is also equipped with a number of new functions that support a more efficient workflow for profession-

al photographers, including one that allows users to add IPTC (International Press Telecommunications Council) information to images. 

 

Development background 

In 2007, Nikon released the D3 digital-SLR camera as its flagship model equipped with the new FX-format CMOS image sensor devel-

oped by Nikon. With its new image sensor, the D3 established a new level of image quality, speed, and support for high sensitivities. In 

December of 2008, Nikon released the D3X with an effective pixel count of 24.5-million pixels, which enabled superior imaging perfor-

mance equal to that possible with medium format cameras. In the following year, the D3S proposed new possibilities in imaging expres-

sion with its expanded range of standard sensitivities from ISO 200 to ISO 12800 and a built-in movie recording function. The superior 

performance of the Nikon D3 was recognized with three of the most prestigious domestic and international awards—Japan's Camera 

Grand Prix Camera of the Year and Europe's Technical Image Press Association's (TIPA) Best D-SLR Professional and the European 

Imaging and Sound Association's (EISA) Professional Camera of the Year. The D3X and D3S continued the success of the series intro-

duced with the D3, being recognized by the camera industry for their superior performance with a number of awards of their own as 

well as extreme popularity with professional and advanced amateur photographers alike. In addition, the superior durability and reliabil-

ity of the cameras has also been recognized by NASA, which ordered several models as-is, with no special modification, that are cur-

rently used aboard the International Space Station (ISS). 

 

Nikon based development of the flagship D4 on the basic performance achieved with the D3 series, which has led the industry in imag-

ing expression since its release. In addition to this high level of basic performance, a number of new functions and features were added 

in response to the needs and demands of professional and advanced amateur photographers, resulting in this next-generation digital-SLR 

camera that stretches the boundaries of functionality and performance with superior versatility. 

 

D4 primary features 

1. New Nikon FX-format CMOS image sensor 

Support for an incredibly wide range of sensitivities, from ISO 50 to ISO 204800  

 

The D4 is equipped with a new Nikon FX-format CMOS image sensor (imaging size of 36.0 x 23.9 mm) developed by Nikon. The su-

perior performance of the FX-format CMOS image sensor with its effective pixel count of 16.2-million pixels offers excellent resolution 

and image quality under an incredible variety of lighting conditions. Despite the increase in pixel count, the D4 reads out data faster than 

the D3S. The range of standard sensitivities has been expanded to ISO 100 to ISO 12800. What's more, support for ISO 50 and addition-

al expansion up to ISO 204800 is also possible, enabling effective shooting under a variety of lighting conditions without concern for 

any sacrifice in image quality. 
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2. New EXPEED 3 image-processing engine with superior, high-speed processing capabilities  

The new EXPEED 3 image-processing engine built into the D4 offers better image quality and even faster processing speeds for vivid 

yet faithful color reproduction, a broader dynamic range, and rich expression of tones. It also effectively suppresses noise with advanced 

noise-reduction processing for images captured at high sensitivities under dim lighting, all while preserving definition and sharpness. 

Noise-reduction processing designed especially for movies maintains crisp, clear outlines in movies recorded in low-light situations. 

EXPEED 3 has high-speed processing capabilities for a variety of task, and it uses power effectively, contributing greatly to the camera's 

power-saving design. 

 

3. 91K-pixel RGB sensor for the more accurate Advanced Scene Recognition System  

The D4 is equipped with the Advanced Scene Recognition System, which supports face recognition* when images are framed using the 

optical viewfinder. The new 91K-pixel (approximately 91,000 pixels) RGB sensor recognizes human faces for more frequent focus ac-

quisition on human faces when Auto-area AF AF-area mode is used. When a human face is detected in the frame, 3D Color Matrix Me-

tering III bases exposure control on the brightness of that face so that the face is optimally exposed even with backlighting. In addition, 

the high resolution of the metering sensor with its roughly 91,000 pixels enables extremely precise analysis of the scene for more accu-

rate control over autofocusing, auto exposure, i-TTL flash control, and auto white balance. 

 *There is no display in the viewfinder that shows when a face or faces have been recognized. 

 

4. Faster and more accurate AF with 51 focus points  

The 51 focus point AF system built into the D4 utilizes the new Advanced Multi-CAM 3500FX autofocus sensor module for faster, 

more accurate autofocusing that performs extremely well under dim lighting.   

 

The 15 focus points at the center of the frame are cross-type sensors that detect phase differences both horizontally and vertically. All 51 

focus points are fully functional when lenses with a maximum aperture of up to f/5.6 are used, and the cross-type sensors make the most 

of this capability. Precise focus can be quickly acquired with autofocusing using all AF NIKKOR lenses, even under lighting as dim as 

−2 EV (ISO 100, 20°C/68°F), the level at which the scene through the viewfinder can just be made out by the human eye. What's more, 

11 focus points (five at center with an additional three to each side) are fully functional when lenses with a maximum aperture of f/8 are 

used. This enables very precise focus acquisition with sports photography and the like when super-telephoto NIKKOR lenses are used 

with a teleconverter (2.0x) at a combined aperture value of f/8. 

 

In addition, adoption of a new algorithm enables faster autofocus initiation for even more certain and sharper capture of defining mo-

ments especially necessary when shooting sports scenes. The new high-speed AF system also supports high-speed continuous shooting 

at approximately 10 fps* in FX format with AF and AE tracking. 

 *Measured according to CIPA guidelines. Value with shooting in AF-C autofocus mode, [S] or [M] exposure mode, shutter speed 

 of 1/250 s or faster, all other settings at their default values. 

 

5.Multi-area Mode Full HD D-movie with three image area options  

A dedicated movie-record button has been positioned near the shutter-release button for smooth starting and stopping of movie recording 

with a feel similar to that of still-image shooting. Full-HD movie recording at a frame size of 1920 x 1080 and frame rate of 30 fps is 

supported, and the H.264/MPEG-4 AVC video compression method has been adopted. Movies up to 29 minutes 59 seconds*1 can be 

recorded. Image sensor sensitivity begins at ISO 200 and can be expanded to the same ISO 204800 equivalent possible with still-image 

shooting. 

 

Full-HD movies can be recorded with the D4 using one of three image areas: FX-based movie format*2, DX-based movie format, or 

1920 x 1080; 30 fps/25 fps/24 fps crop. FX-based movie format makes full use of the large image sensor, enabling movies with an em-

phasis on pleasing blur characteristics. When a DX lens is attached, DX-based format is automatically selected. This format is useful for 

creating an extension to the local length of an existing lens. For an even stronger telephoto effect, the 1920 x 1080 crop format brings an 

approximately 2.7x crop of the picture angle while delivering outstanding video quality and detail, obtaining 1080p Full HD. By choos-

ing the movie format appropriate for the particular scene, the three image area options available with a single camera enable more flexi-

ble imaging expression through collaboration with the entire NIKKOR lens lineup, including DX lenses. 

The D4 is equipped with a connector for external microphones that enables stereo recording. The camera also offers a headphone con-

nector that supports stereo headphones, convenient for checking sound recorded with movies. 

 *120 min. depending on frame size/rate and movie quality settings. 

 *2Movies are recorded with an aspect ratio of 16: 9 regardless of the format selected. Aspect ratio is 3 : 2 with recording at a frame 

 size/rate of 640 x 424; 30 fps and 640 x 424; 25 fps. 

 

6. Smooth workflow from initial setup to image transfer  

The entire photographic workflow is faster with the D4. Superior, high-speed response with a power-up time of approximately 0.12 s*1 

and a release time lag of roughly 0.042 s*1. In addition, support for high-speed, next-generation XQD memory cards enables a continu-

ous shooting frame rate of 10 fps for up to approximately 100 shots even with shooting in RAW format*2. The camera is also equipped 

with dual memory card slots, one for XQD memory cards and one for CompactFlash memory cards, for smooth handling of images. 

What's more, professional photographers can work much faster with high-speed transfer of images to a computer when an XQD memory 
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card reader supporting SuperSpeed USB (USB 3.0)*3 is used. 

 *1Measured according to CIPA guidelines 

 *2When a Sony XQD memory card H-series (QD-H16G, QD-H32) is used with capture of compressed 12-bit NEF (RAW) images 

 (based on Nikon testing standards) 

 *3Sony MRW-E80 (based on Sony testing standards) 

 

7. The new compact Wireless Transmitter WT-5 with simple connection to the camera (available sepa-

rately) 

The D4 is equipped with an Ethernet port and functions for wired LAN connections. In addition, it also 

supports the new WT-5 (available separately), a compact wireless transmitter that is easily connected to 

the camera for high-speed transfer of images over a wireless network.* The D4 is also equipped with a 

number of new functions that support a more efficient workflow for professional photographers, includ-

ing one that allows users to add IPTC (International Press Telecommunications Council) information to 

images. 

 

The new WT-5 is powered by the camera, making a more compact size possible. In addition to IEEE 

802.11a/b/g standards, the WT-5 also supports the new IEEE 802.11n (1 x 1) standard, enabling data 

transfer at twice the speed possible with the WT-4. The camera's HTTP server mode can be used to dis-

play a list of images stored on the memory card, and also enables basic camera control, live view, movie 

recording, etc. using the Web browser on a computer or smartphone. Synchronized release (WT-5 only) 

mode enables synchronized shutter release of up to 10 cameras D4 cameras, each with its own WT-5) with the D4 used as the control-

ling "master". 

 *The Wireless Transmitter WT-4 can also be used. 
 

Other D4 functions and features 

 Extremely durable shutter that has passed testing for 400,000 cycles 

 Magnesium alloy adopted for the very strong, durably body that is very resistant to dust and water 

 Effective sealing using O rings and packing make the camera more resistant to dust and water 

 Silent shutter-release mode for live view photography that almost completely eliminates the sounds of the mirror and shutter opera-

tion 

 A time-lapse photography feature, with which the camera automatically takes photos at selected intervals to record a time-lapse 

movie, which can be played back at 24–36,000x normal playback speed 

 Operation optimized for both horizontal (landscape) and vertical (portrait) shooting 

 Button backlights (illuminators) for increased visibility when working in dimly lit or dark situations 

 High-performance viewfinder, utilizing a glass pentaprism, with a frame coverage of approximately 100% (FX format) and magni-

fication of approximately 0.7x 

 Four image area options for still shooting—FX (36 x 24), 5:4 (30 x 24), 1.2x (30 x 20), DX (24 x 16)—with viewfinder indicator 

that identifies the current image area 

 A 3.2-inch, approximately 921k-dot LCD monitor with reinforced glass and wide viewing angle; integration of the glass and panel 

reduce internal reflections 

 A virtual horizon that shows the degree to which the camera is tilted sideways (roll), forward or backward (pitch) with display in 

the monitor and viewfinder 

 White balance that can be adjusted in units of 10 K; white balance can be specified separately for shooting (white balance applied to 

images) and monitor display with still-image shooting in live view mode 
 

8.Capture NX 2 Ver. 2.3 for significantly faster processing 
A trial version and free upgrade for Capture NX 2, Nikon's image editing software, were released on December 20 to coincide with re-

lease of the D4. This latest version is Capture NX 2 Ver. 2.3. In addition to offering image editing functions that allow users to achieve 

the intended results with intuitive operation, a faster image-processing algorithm has been adopted for much faster processing. What's 

more, operation is smoother and more natural with the addition of native compatibility with 64-bit operating systems. 

Hunt’s, a NJFCC Sponsor, is taking preHunt’s, a NJFCC Sponsor, is taking pre--orders for orders for 

the Nikon D4.  Contact Gary Farber at 781.462.2332 the Nikon D4.  Contact Gary Farber at 781.462.2332 

or eor e--mail him at mail him at digitalguygary@wbhunt.com 
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WHAT’S HAPPENIN’ AT njfcc Member Clubs 
In 

february 2012 

Club Location Date Topic Judge or Speaker 

Camera Naturalist Somerset Co. Env Ed Ctr 2/23 Program #3: Spotlight on Creativity Club Members 

Cranbury “Digital” Cranbury Methodist 

Church 

2/8 

2/22 

Competition: Doors and Windows 

No Meeting: Ash Wednesday 

 

Cranford/Millburn Cranford Comm. Center 

Geo. Bauer Comm. Center 

2/6 

2/27 

Program: Black and white Photography 

Competition: Architecture 

Nick Palmieri 

Roman Kurywczak, NJFC 

Essex  Caldwell 

United Methodist Church 

2/2 

 

2/16 

Program: The Secret to Spectacular  

Black and White Conversions 

Competition: Restricted Pictorial 

Bart Zoni 

 

George Hall 

E.C. Nature Essex Co. Env. Center 

Roseland 

TBA TBA  

Gateway Sacred Heart School 

Staten Island 

2/1 

2/15 

2/29 

Competition 

Presentation: Digital B&W Photography 

Membership Workshop #2 

Sara Signorelli 

Robert Catalano 

All Members 

Greenbriar @ Whittingham G@W Towne Centre 

Monroe Township 

2/1 

2/15 

Workshop: Exposure 

Competition: Open and Theme –Silhouettes 

Carl Farber 

George Hall 

Hillcrest Phillipsburg 

Pilgrim Presby. Church 

2/13 

2/27 

Regular Competition 

Model Night Competition 

 

HUB Mountain Lakes 

Library 

2/27 NJFCC Nature Competition: TOPS in NJ  

Livingston Sr./Comm. Center 

Livingston 

2/15 

2/27 

Competition #5 

Program: Creative Nature Photography 

Dave DesRochers 

Jacki Dickert 

Metedeconk  Metedeconk Lakes  

Clubhouse 

2/1 

2/15 

Program: TBA 

Workshop: Show Your Best Images 

Speaker TBA 

Members 

Monmouth Colt’s Neck  

Reformed Church 

2/09 

2/23 

Self Assignments 

Merit Judging: Low Light Photography 

Brien Szabo 

Arik Gorban 

Morris Photocolor Morristown Town Hall 

Sr. Center, 3rd Floor  

2/1 

2/15 

2/29 

Competition: Open and Creative 

Presentation: Ordinary Stuff and Show of Hands 

Competition; Open and Macro 

Marie Kane, NJFC 

Joe Thomas 

Ben Venezio 

Ocean County Lakewood  

High School 

2/6 

TBA 

Competition: B&W Projected Pictorial Images 

TBA 

 

Photographers of Sussex Co. Sussex Co. 

Fairgrounds 

2/20 Presentation: Cool Gear Night  

Photographic Soc. of  

Vineland 

Newfield Senior Center 2/2 Competition: Open-Open and Critique TBA 

Pocono East Stroudsburg  

University 

2/21 TBA  

Princeton Photography Club D&R Greenway Landtrust 

Princeton 

2/8 NJFCC: Travel  

Raritan Photographic  

Society 

American Legion Milltown 

East Brunswick Library 

2/9 

2/23 

Competition: Open 

Video Night 

 

Ridgewood  Women’s Club 

Wyckoff 

2/1 

2/8 

2/15 

2/22 

2/29 

Executive Committee 

Competition; Pictorial #3 

Program #5: TBA 

Competition: Motion 

Ridgewood International Showing 

 

Judy Helderman 

 

Joel Morgovsky 

Rockland Photography Ramsey Golf Club 2/02 

2/16 

Presentation: Approach to Abstract Photography 

Competition #5: Shapes and Patterns 

Jay Matusow 

Marie Kane, NJFC 
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WHAT’S HAPPENIN’ AT njfcc Member Clubs 
In 

february 2012 
[continued] 

Club Location Date Topic Judge or Speaker 

Somerset County Bound Brook  

Memorial Library 

2/14 

2/28 

Competition: Water Falls and Open 

Presentation; Self Assignments 

John Sandstedt 

Brien Szabo 

South Brunswick South Brunswick 

Public Library 

2/1 Portfolio Review  

South Jersey Medford Leas 

Community Center 

2/21 Presentation: Basics of Composition 

Photo in a Bag Contest 

James Toogood 

Sparta Sparta Ambulance 

Squad 

2/8 

2/22 

Competition: Close-Up Images 

Competition: found Objects 

Phil Echo, NJFC 

Club 

Staten Island Staten Island 

Museum 

2/2 

2/9 

2/16 

Program: Flash—Liquid 

User Group: TBD 

Competition: Prints and Digital 

 

Teaneck Rodda Rec Center 

Teaneck 

2/7 

2/14 

2/21 

2/28 

Program: TBA 

Program: Night at the Movies 

Competition: Prints 

Ridgewood International Salon 

 

 

Sara Signorelli 

Tri - County Nutley High School 

TBD 

2/7 

2/14 

Competition: Nature #4 and Prints #4 

Program: TBD 

 

Vailsburg Bailey Civic Center TBD TBD  


